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March  2009                                                                Number   123 

 

Canadian Prairie Lily Society 

                Newsletter 
               

President’s Message 

Let’s get ready for gardening in 2009.  Spring is just 
around the corner. The garden will be coming to life 
shortly.  In our yard it is usually Violas or “Johnny 
Jump-ups” that appear first then a variety of alpine 
plants (the first last year was April 22, hope for 
something sooner this year) begin to bloom and 
weeds are always a sure thing.  I can hardly wait to 
see what will to pop up first this spring!  Don’t forget 
there are always a few lily bulbs available for spring 
planting   
 
The executive has been working on events for 2009 
and hope our members can part take in them. Society 
events are really only successful when members 
jump in and take part.  We hope to have enough 
variety in events so everyone can take part.  If you 
have a special interest let us know so we can make 
the events more meaningful. 
 
The first event is our Annual General Meeting.  It will 
be held on Tuesday April 28th at the Rusty McDonald 
Library, 225 Primrose Drive, Saskatoon.  Our speaker 
is Judy Harley. Judy’s topic is Honeywood- The 
Nursery and Its Lilies.     
 
There will be a very brief meeting to take care of 
society business.  Elections will be held at this 
meeting and nominations from the floor can be 
made; volunteers for positions are always welcome. 
There will be coffee and goodies, door prizes and a 
Question and Answer Session.  Mark your calendar 
and plan to attend it should be fun and informative.  
 

Gardenscape’09 will be held on March 27, 28, an29, 
at the Saskatoon Prairieland Exhibition, Saskatoon. 
Volunteers will be needed for our booth. Details are 
in the NOTCIE column in this newsletter. 
 
There are several more major events in the CPLS 
calendar - our Annual Lily Show in July and our 
Membership Bulb sale in September as well as the 
Public Bulb Sale in October.  See more details about 
these events in the upcoming summer (June) and fall 
(September) newsletters. 
 
The gardening season is just around the corner and 
taking part in CPLS events will help to make the 
season a great one. 
 
Margaret Driver. 
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HELP WANTED for GARDENSCAPE ’09:   Members are 
needed for our booth. Please consider volunteering 
to work at our booth.  To help out  contact: Leona 
Domshy  at (306) 382-5148 or email: 
domshyl@shaw.ca 
 
This event is always fun – meeting the public and lily 
friends and finding one more plant you can’t live 
without!  Volunteers get a pass that will give them 
free admission to the event and the CPLS booth. 
Don’t miss out on this!  
 
 
HELP WANTED for CPLS LILY PLOTS:  The CPLS  lily 
plots  need maintenance through the growing 
season. The plots are used to grow many of the lily 
bulbs we use to sell in our sales (monies going to 
fund the Society’s scholarships, newsletter and 
annual show, etc) and to maintain a stock of 
historically important lilies for future hybridization 
and still grace our gardens.  Our current plot manager 
Stan Dunville would greatly appreciate having 
members volunteer to help with maintenance this 
coming season. Time required of a volunteer is not 
great when many hands are present to help with the 
work. The times can be easily arranged for individuals 
to volunteer – usually an hour or so/ weekly or bi-
weekly.  So, if you like to garden spend some extra 
time out doors and help your Society maintain its 
plots please contact: Stan Dunville (306) 343-1963 or 
Email:  sdunville@shaw.ca 
 
 
VOLUNTEERS NEEDED FOR CPLS EXECUTIVE and 
DIRECTORSHIP POSITIONS: 
 
Many of the current executive and directors for your 
society have served for a long period of time this is 
good but too much of a good thing can become 
detrimental to an organization. Having some of our 
newer members on board would bring a new fresh 
look to the society. 
 
The position of Vice-president has been vacant for a 
number of years – this is NOT a good thing. CPLS 
needs someone to step forward and assume this 
position.  The vice presidency is important to an 

organization in that this position grooms one to move 
into the position of president and allows for a smooth 
transition.  The current executive would really like to 
see someone in our society step forward and assume 
this job. 
 
Anyone can volunteer to stand for an elected 
position on the executive and directors board. 
Elections will be held at this year’s annual general 
meeting.  Nominations from the floor are welcome.  
If you are interested in volunteering for a position 
you may contact Barbara Adams-Eichendorf (306) 
9472830 or Email: barbae@sasktel.net 
 
The executive meet 4-5 times a year in Saskatoon and 
meetings are about 2 hours long.  A strong interested 
executive creates a strong society.  
 
CPLS NEEDS YOU! 
 
Margaret Driver, CPLS President. 
mlily@sasktel.net 
 
CPLS MEMBERSHIP LIST 
 
In the past CPLS has included a membership list in 
one of the quarterly newsletters.   An updated list will 
be included in the June letter or sent via email. We 
hope this will encourage members to get to know 
one another and exchange lily lore, visit a few 
gardens and make new friends.  Please check your 
2008 membership list for errors and omissions. To 
add your telephone number and/or email address or 
to make corrections to the list, please provide these 
so appropriate updates can be made. Send changes 
to: Art Delahey, 102-803 Heritage Crescent, 
Saskatoon, SK, S7H 5R4 
delahey@shaw.ca 
 

 

Notices and Help Wanted.... 
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Once again your editors of this newsletter are 
requesting articles, letters etc, from the membership to 
help make the newsletter an informative one.  We 
know that many of you have a good deal of knowledge 
to share with your fellow lily growers about growing, 
showing and/or hybridizing lilies.  The one fast and 
easy way to share this knowledge is through this 
newsletter.  So get your thoughts on paper or send 
them flying through cyberspace so we can share and 
enjoy your experiences with lilies. 
  
If you have any questions regarding lilies you would like 
answered please send them. We will do our best to 
help you out. 
00 
We would also appreciate hearing from you about 
what you would like to see/read in your newsletter.   
 
All articles, letters, etc., will be considered for 
publication. Please include your name and complete 
address with your article.  Newsletter DEADLINES are 
February 15, May 15, August 15 and November 15. 
 
Mail to: CPLS NEWSLETTER EDITORS 
             Margaret/Ed Driver 
             182 Dore Crescent 
             Saskatoon, SK, Canada 
             S7K 4X7 
 
Email to:mlily@sasktel.net 
 
The Canadian Prairie Lily Society has a Library that is 

open to all members.  To obtain a copy of any item in 
the CPLS Library just contact the Librarian and the 
material(s) can be mailed out to you or you can 
arrange to pick them up and return them yourself. 
 
The lending period for materials is three weeks unless 
other arrangements are made with the librarian. 
 

If the materials are to be mailed out -the materials will 
be mailed via first class postage, insured; as soon as 
possible after receiving you request.  We ask that the 
materials requested be returned to the library within 
three weeks of receiving by first class postage, 
insured. 
 
CPLS LIBRARIAN: 
 
Dorothy Bird, #5 Valens Drive, Saskatoon, SK S7L 3R8    
(306) 382 3650 
 

LIBRARY TITLES 
 
THE NORTH AMERICAN LILY SOCIETY YEARBOOKS – 
1946 -2008 
QUARTERLY BULLETINS of THE NORTH AMERICAN LILY 
SOCIETY – 1967-2008 
THE INTERNATIONAL LILY REGISTER(S) 
 
LILIES – Woodcock & Coutts 
LlLIES - Jan de Graaf & Edward Hyams 
LILIES - Richard Bird – An Illustrated Identifier & Guide 
to Cultivation 
LILIES – J.G. Campbell – Amateur Gardening Handbook 
No. 21 
LILIES – F.F.Rockwell, Esther C. Grayson & Jan de Graaf 
–The Complete Book of Lilies 
LILIES – E.A. McRae – A Guide for Growers & Collectors 
LILIES – M. Jefferson-Brown & H. Howland – The 
Gardener’s Guide to Growing Lilies 
LILIES – Let’s Grow Lilies - NALS 
LILIES – Lilies 1973 & Other Liliaceae 
LILIES - Growing from Seed 
LILIES – Earl N. Hornback – Lily Culture in Ten Easy 
Lessons 
LILIES – Lily Disease Handbook – North American Lily 
Society 
LILIES – Lily Judging Handbook – North American Lily 
Society 
LILIES – Named Lily Hybrids & Their Origins 
The Colour Dictionary of GARDEN PLANTS 
Horticultural Horizons – Frank Leith Skinner 
Guide to Breeder’s Rights 
Gardening Under Artificial Light 
Handbook on Biological Control of Plant Pests 
 

 

Editor’s Desk.... 

CPLS Library 
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MARCH   27th, 28th, & 29th, 2009 
 
Gardenscape 2009:   Saskatoon’s Annual Spring 
Gardening Show will be held at the Prairieland 
Exhibition Center, Saskatoon on March 27, 28, & 29.  
Once again CPLS will be participating at this event.  See 
you there! 
 
APRIL 28th, 2009  
 
Canadian Prairie Lily Society Annual General Meeting 
& Spring Seminar:  The meeting will be held, 7:30pm  
in the Meeting Room at the Rusty McDonald Library, 
225 Primrose Drive, Saskatoon, SK. The speaker is Judy 
Harley, her topic is “Honeywood – The Nursery and Its 
Lilies Everyone is welcome to attend – Members and 
Friends. 
 
JUNE 24th – 28th, 2009  
 
North American Lily Society CONFERENCE & SHOW: 
This event will be held in Springfield, Missouri, USA.  
More information will appear in the June newsletter. 
 
JULY 17th & 18th, 2009 
 
Canadian Prairie Lily Society Show:  The show will be 
held at The Mall at Lawson Heights, 134  Primrose 
Drive, Saskatoon.  There will be a photo section again 
so you may wish to take the time during the non-
gardening season to review your photos and get some 
entries prepared for the coming show. A show 

schedule and more details will appear in the June 
newsletter. 
 
OCTOBER 2nd & 3rd, 2009 
 
Canadian Prairie Lily Society Public Fall Bulb Sale:  The 
sale will be held at The Mall at Lawson Heights, 
Saskatoon.  More Information will appear in the 
September Newsletter. 
 
OCTOBER 13TH, 2009 
 
Saskatchewan Perennial Society:  The meeting will be 
held at 7:30 pm at Augustana Lutheran Church, 7th & 
Broadway, Saskatoon.  Allan Daku will be the featured 
speaker, his topic “Alliums and other Hardy Bulbs”.   
 
 
NOVEMBER 10TH, 2009 
 
Saskatchewan Perennial Society:  The meeting will be 
held at 7:30pm at Augustana Lutheran Church, 7th & 
Broadway, Saskatoon,  Terry Willoughby will be the 
featured speaker, his topic “Going Beyond Asiatic Lilies: 
Martagon Hybrids, Orientpets, and Others” 

 

Coming Events........... 

Lily Hybridising North of the 60th...... 

In Hay River Northwest Territories 
Canada the growing season is short. In 
essence there is a two to three week 
spring and fall the rest of the time it is 
either winter or summer.  The spring 
begins in late April or early May the days 
warm nicely the nights freeze hard. The 
snow thaws but leaves no large water 

puddles or rivulets, however the soil gets 
saturated. By mid May the mosquitoes 
are out and summer is in full swing. We 
can and do get a few frosts into early 
June but never [so far] later then June 
the twelfth. 
 
 From early May to late August the days 
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are long with the sun being up from two 
AM until eleven PM. The remaining few 
hours is only twilight. Lilies without 
protection to encourage early sprouting, 
start sending up their shoots in early to 
mid June. They start flowering in early 
to mid July and continue through to late 
September. The cut off pollinating date 
to get viable seed is August seventh. I 
always push that date a bit but very 
seldom is viable seed obtained from 
these late pollination attempts. 
 
In September the days start shortening, 
by its end there is twelve hours of sun 
per day and the beginning of our frosts. 
When the frosts begin lilies without 
seed pods start to senesce, but those 
with pods remain green, these ones will 
take -3C. and continue to grow. By mid 
October the soils surface will have an 
inch of frost in it, by the end of October 
the snow is here to stay the winter. In 
late December - early January there is 
three to four weeks of - 40 to - 45C. At 
this time the sun is only up for six to 
seven hours per day. As a rule we 
receive excellent snow cover; twenty 
four to forty eight inches of light fluffy 
unpacked snow per winter. 
 
In this setting I grow and attempt to 
hybridize lilies. Mostly Asiatic hybrids, 
but in the past six or seven years I’ve 
started getting into Martagons and 
some North American lilies. Although 
I’ve hybridised a bit ever since the early 
1980`s it is only since retirement in 
1999 that I’ve gotten into hybridizing on 
a scale that, if kept up, will run me out 
of room.  
 
At present I grow somewhere around 
fifty various lily varieties this includes 
species. Most of the species that grow 

here do remarkably well.  Viable seed 
can be obtained from, L. dauricum, L. 
bulbiferum and its variety, L. amabile 
and its varieties, L. cernuum and its 
variety alba, L. pumilum and its two 
strains, L. martagon and varieties there 
of, L. nanum, L. leichtlinii and its 
variety, L. davidii and several of its 
varieties, L. maculatum variety 
daur icum,  L .  lankongense,  L . 
philadelphicum, L. canadense and its 
varieties, L. michiganense, and L. 
pardalinum as well as L. regal. Most of 
the others that grow here flower too late 
to set seed. There are a few other 
species that have been planted in the 
last couple of years that should be able 
to produce viable seed as they flowered 
well before the August 7

th
.  deadline 

this year. 
 
 All though the growing season is short, 
the lack of most lily diseases and 
predators [except for the snow-shoe 
hare] as well as the extra summer sun 
light compensates, many lilies grow and 
thrive. I have come to the conclusion 
that it isn’t so much our cold winter that 
kills a lily but the lack of time to fully 
mature each season and properly 
senesce. It is the late flowering lilies, 
Asiatic hybrids as well as species that 
have trouble surviving. But even some 
of those adjust. L. wilsonii and its 
variety flavum both late flowering lilies 
survive here, they have settled down to 
a routine of flowering every second 
year. L. henryi and L. tigrinum do 
amazingly well even though most years 
they get frozen down while still in 
flower. L. auratum variety virginale, 
although slowly deteriorating has been 
growing for seven years in one of my 
lily beds. This year I dead headed it to 
see if that would help its vigour next 
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year. If it does not help, this year may 
well have been its last. L. sargentiae 
grows but does not do well; it is rather 
spindly looking and produces only one or 
two buds. 
 
 The goal is to develop and grow 
beautiful lilies that are early flowering, 
cold climate hardy, disease resistant and 
virus tolerant. To that end I work with 
seven or eight of my own hybrids that 
never had their ancestry recorded but 
have stood the test of time; pollen from 
various species; and some of Cecil 
Patterson’s and Fred Fellner`s  hybrids. 
There are also a few other named 
cultivars  in the program, two of them are 
ñMarlene” and “Red Artist”. Both of these 
lilies produce amazing hybrids when 
crossed with an appropriate companion, 
and last but not least L. x hollandicum. 
  
 My favourite lily flower form is pendent 
partially recurved, with the second 
choice being an out facing partially 
recurved flower. So why work with L. x 
hollandicum when it is a 1a chalice 
shaped flower with relatively low bud 
count. L. x hollandicum is a very early 
flowering Asiatic hybrid, in full sun it 
blooms with L. pumilum, before the 
martagons. It is disease resistant, virus 
tolerant, cold hardy, grows well in any 
soil from clay, to loam to high humus, 
acidic or alkaline. It increases rapidly by 
bulblet production and does well in full 
sun. In shade the flowering time is set 
back about three weeks but so long as it 
receives four hours of sun per day it will 
grow, be happy and perform well. It has 
all the durable qualities a good garden 
lily should have. In my opinion it gets 
many these qualities not  from L. 
dauricum or L. maculatum but from L. 
bulbiferum, a species that is as 

accepting of diverse situations as x 
hollandicum is. The thinking is, start with 
a lily that has good hardy qualities and 
you could end up with a lily that also has 
them. From L. x hollandicum come some 
of my poorest looking hybrids, others 
could be considered middle of the road 
and a few will hold their own with the 
best Asiatic cultivars around. From within 
the x hollandicum seedlings three lines 
that are worth further effort and pursuit 
are emerging. 
  
 One form is a very chalice shaped 1a 
flower, with very little if any claw 
showing, close in form to the flower of L. 
bulbiferum but a tighter chalice with an 
outward flare at the tepal tips. These 
seedlings are producing various bi-
coloured flowers. At this time efforts are 
aimed at stabilising this flower form 
colour combinations will come later. The 
second form is a slightly cupped 1a 
flower, with a very different form of petal 
but the sepals are a standard form. The 
last form is a very flat 1a, spider or star 
shaped flower. The various colour 
combinations that are appearing in the 
seedlings is actually quite amazing given 
x hollandicum`s base colours of deep 
orange and yellow. 
 
L. x hollandicum is slow and hard to work 
with compared to other Asiatics. Its 
germination patterns are erratic the 
seedlings germinate as immediate 
epigeal, immediate hypogeal, or delayed 
hypogeal; so you treat them all like 
delayed hypogeal and when an epigeal 
cotyledon or an immediate hypogeal leaf 
sprouts you pluck it out and replant it to 
grow on under lights. In the first four 
weeks of growth the seedlings are very 
prone to damp off; the epigeal 
germinations more so then the hypogeal 
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germinations. Once an epigeal cotyledon 
sprouts it will be a good three months or 
more before a true leaf emerges, the 
same is true for a second leaf with a 
seedling that germinates as immediate 
hypogeal.  Hollandicum seedlings grow 
slow and usually take three years to first 
flower, some will take four years, these 
are the delayed hypogeal. All three 
seedling germination types seem to 
firmly establish their bulb base before 
taking on the role of sexual propagation. 
  
 The Patterson hybrids were brought into 
my hybridizing program about four 
maybe five years ago. The main reasons 
were their pendent style of flower and 
obviously their time tested durability. It 
has been suggested that most of them 
are sterile or triploids. But various 
Patterson cultivars are producing seed 
both as pod and pollen parent. The 
seedlings they produce are beautiful, the 
colours and flower form is magnificent. 
Some crosses with a couple of my own 
old hybrids are producing an outstanding 
array of seedlings. From 1b to 1c, 
partially recurved to fully recurved and 
covering the full spectrum of lily colours. 
This hybridizing road has to be travelled 
slowly; if the Patterson hybrids are 
triploid then most of the seedlings will 
end up being aneuploid, which will mark 
the end of hybridizing for this line. No 
matter how beautiful they may be there 
is not much sense in having a bunch of 
sterile lilies in a hybridizer’s field. 
 
 The Fellner lilies were brought into my 
program about three years ago. He has 
produced a wide range of good cold 
hardy lilies however most of them flower 
to late for me to use. Even if used as 
pollen parent they will move the new 
seedlings into a later flowering period of 

the year. This is something, in my 
situation, that can’t be allowed to 
happen. The few I have been able to use 
have produced very robust seedlings 
with the ability to hold their colour. These 
pink ones will supplement my existing 
line of pink very well. The pink line 
comes from an old 1bc, pink hybrid of 
mine that does not fade. 
  
 Seeds are planted each year, indoors, 
commencing November 11

th
 where they 

are grown under lights. In early March, 
shortly after my green house is started 
up they are moved into it to continue 
their growth and harden off. On or 
around June 12

th{
 the planting out of the 

seedlings is started. This provides the 
seedlings with a first growth cycle of at 
least ten months, one they will never see 
again so long as they are grown up here. 
To start the seeds any later then early to 
mid November ensures heavy losses the 
first winter they spend under the snow. 
Most would not achieve enough maturity 
to survive. 
 
 When transplanting seedlings out I have 
found that if the roots and bulb system 
are disturbed it sets the seedling back a 
full year, sometimes more, to first flower. 
To over come the need to divide up the 
seedlings when planting them out only 
nine seeds per 4.5 inch geranium pot are 
planted. If they all germinate, which is 
seldom, three can be weeded out. When 
planting them out the pot’s soil plug is 
popped out and planted without 
disturbing the seedlings. They can grow 
quite easily in this crowded condition 
until the end of their second flowering 
season, at that time they get assigned 
their own identification number, 
documented,  recorded and lined out. 
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Darm Crook, Zone 1, Hay River, NWT  
 
[Editorôs Note:  Darm’s work is very 
interesting and encouraging as it is 
expanding the regions where lilies can be 
grown successfully.  His article encourages 
those who are thinking of getting into 
hybridizing—if it can be done successfully 
in NWT it can be done almost anywhere!  
Thanks goes  to Darm for providing the 
information and encouragement to get into 
hybridizing. 
To those thinking about hybridizing the lily 
season is just around the corner so get 
reading and then out in the garden and 
start your project.  
 
A short glossary is provided with terms that 
might be new to the neophyte hybridizer. 
  
ANEUPLOID: a plant with an abnormal 
number of chromosomes in its cells. 
                         A lily  normally has 
24chromosomes  (2 x 12 pairs). 
 
CHALICE:  term used to describe flower 
shape that is cup-shaped or bowl-shaped.  
 
COTYLEDON:  the first leaf emerging from 
the seed; grass-like often carrying the seed 
coat on the tip. 
 

EPIGEAL GERMINATION:  a rapid 
germination pattern in which the seed 
produces a cotyledon  above ground, 
followed by a true leaves. 
 
HYPOGEAL GERMINATION:  a slow 
germination pattern in which the seed 
produces only a tiny bulb and no above 
ground cotyledon the first season; requires 
a period of cold before producing thru 
leaves. 
 
 
PENDANT/PENDENT:  term used to 
describe flower aspect (direction); 
describes a flower that is down-facing . 
This aspect often designated with the letter 
óc’. 
 
 
TEPAL:  a single part of the perianth. The 
perianth is the lily flower made up of six 
segments [3 petals/tepals and 3 sepals/
calyx].  Tepals and sepals can be very 
similar. 
 
TRIPLOID:  a condition of having more 
than the normal number of chromosomes.   
A triploid lily has 36 chromosomes (3 x 12 
pairs) 
 
A good reference for the beginner 
interested in hybridizing and growing from 


