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S4ow Time : Hints on showing your favourite

Lily

Here are some tips to sharpen your showing skills for
this simmer's lily show(s).

There are two main sections in a lily show - the
HORTICULTURE section where single stems or a
collection of lily stems are shown and the FLORAL
DESIGN SECTION where lilies and other floral material
are displayed in an pleasing manner. You may wish to
enter in both sections or only in one. In either case
planning in advance will help you grow and show
winners!

The art of showing begins well before the floral
material "hits" the show tables. It begins with the
careful planting of bulbs in the fall/spring and caring
for them throughout the growing season. Lilies are
heavy feeders so fertilizing them is important early in
their growing period to ensure strong stems and
vibrant colour. Treating lilies to prevent disease and
insect damage and staking to ensure

the stems are straight begins early in the growing
season,too. If problems occur during the early
growth period they are often very difficult if not
impossible to correct. Now if you have hundreds of
stems to choose from - some poor growth, insect
damage or crooked stems is not a problem!

The show schedule or prize list usually is available
well before the show so you can prepare in advance.
READ the show schedule carefully (CPLS has a new

schedule this year) and ENTER as many classes as
possible.

Now head for the garden and being the process of
choosing your show stems:

CHECK stems in the garden before cutting; use the
criteria in the prize list, the judges do!

CUT budded stems (buds just show some colour) 3-4
days in advance of the show and store in a cool
basement or moist cooler. Add floral preservative to
the water. Remove 12 hours before show to
encourage more bloom."Pre-cutting/storing allows
one to exhibit stems that may otherwise be past their
prime at show time. Do not cut stems off at ground
level, the bulb will have no way of rejuvenating itself
for next year, leave about one-third of the stem this
still should leave a reasonable length of stem for
show. In the horticulture section stem length and
flower head should be balanced; in the design section
stem lengths will be determined by the design you
are creating.

TRANSPORTING stems with open flowers can be
difficult as pollen sheds easily. For a local show (1)lay
cut stems across the car seat on a foam pad,then cut
a piece of stem at the show, and place stems in
water to revive;(2) place each stem in bottle; half full
of water (3) place stems in a bucket of damp sand or



perlite.

If you are transporting stems to a distant show, wilt
them first then pack stems in a carton. Check with
the airline in advance for the dimensions for
overhead cabin storage. Cut stems in bud(colour just
showing) NO OPEN BLOOMS, lay the stem on smooth
surface and let wilt (4-24 hours). They look terrible
but are ready for packing into cartons. Insulate the
carton (foam peanuts work great!), carefully lay in
stems intertwining two, side by side; wrapping any
vulnerable parts and create layers. DO NOT WRAP
STEMS IN POLYTHENE or WAXED PAPER.

UNPACKING STEMS after long distance travel
requires some special attention. When removing
stems on arrival TAKE CARE - pedicels are weak, buds
are heavy and pedicels can break easily. Cut an inch
off the bottom of the stem and stand stems in
containers of luke-warm water. Be sure that stems of
downfacing/pendant lilies stand straight up during
recovery time;or flowers will tend to become
lopsided as the stems lean on an angle.

GROOMING show stems is important - cut off,
remove, clean, anything that detracts from the stem.
Wipe each leaf clean of dust and spray residue,
remove spilled pollen with a DRY Q-tip or camel's hair
brush, trim any brown leaf edges retaining the
natural shape of the leaf, remove any misplaced
secondary bud.

STAGING a lily stems properly is enhances the
appearance of a good stem and brings it closer to
that championship ribbon (it will not make a poor
stem a grand champion!). Trim a tall, ungainly stem;
raise a short stem and anchor it at the top of the vase
(stem holder) with a piece of rhubarb;remove leaves
BELOW the waterline. Fill out entry tags correctly
and completely. If you are not sure about staging -ask
at the show, there is always someone that will help.

TOOLS are essential for grooming.... What's in the
Bag? Cuticle cutter for trimming leaf edges; scissors
for bigger reshaping jobs, camel's hair brush to
remove pollen; knife to trim stems; cotton
swaps,white cotton handkerchief tweezers, all for
cleaning hard to reach places; green florists' tape,
super glue, straight pins for repairing broken parts;
rubber name stamp or pre-printed sticky name labels
to save time filling out entry cards;elastic bands for
tight entry tags; and a green ink marking pen. The

super glue can be used to repair a broken part, the
straight pins to splice a broken pedicle, the green ink
can in a pinch, blot a small botrytis spot.

Careful grooming and staging of a lily stems makes all
difference in winning that grand prize. Often several
stems are in contention for that final grand prize -
grooming and staging can give your stem that sharp
edge that cut the other competition out!

[These tips were an amalgamation of several articles
-past and present. 'How We Transport Our Lilies to
the Show , A.J. Porter, CPLS Newsletter #6, March
1975. 'Showing to Win', Robert Murphy and Warren
Summers, NALS QB, vol. 50, June 1, 1996.] 'Bits and
Pieces' noted over time and numerous shows -
Margaret Driver.]

The next article provides some very useful
information for those who would like to enter the
Floral Design section. Marie's clear writing will
certainly get the neophyte designer underway. Try
creating a floral design this summer and enter in your
show. You are one entry away from a winner!

WHAT is in a DESIGN?

Many look at a floral design with awe as a beautiful,
complex work of art that only a few can create. If we
first learn what makes up a design and understand
the basic principles of floral design, then this form of
art is accessible to whoever is interested. As
gardeners we all have beautiful flowers and foliage in
our gardens. Floral design is defined as the art of
displaying flowers and 'or other plant material in a
container in a pleasing manner, planned according to
the principles of good design. 'Design' is the plan
upon which the arrangement is built. In order to
learn 'design', one must become familiar with the
following  principles, which include, balance,
proportion, scale, rhythm, contrast/variety,
dominance and harmony/unity.

Any flower arrangement should appear well
BALANCED and not about to topple over. (Figure 1)
This appearance of stability is achieved by the proper
grouping of  plant materials in the
arrangement.Lighter material (buds, foliage tips and
branches) are used at the edges of the arrangement.
Whereas darker, heavier flowers are worked in



nearer the centre and base. An area of the design must
command DOMINANCE. This refers to that area of the
design which first draws the eye. This area of the
design, which creates dominance, is known as the focal
point or focal area. Placing the largest or best or
unique flowers toward the bottom and centre creates
the focal point. (Figure 2) The design must incorporate
RHYTHM so that the observer's eye can move easily
and comfortably from one part of the arrangement to
another. In the space between the focal point and the
outer edges, the flowers should be placed so they
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create subtle patterns or lines of colour and shape.
There should be a smooth flow of colours, which
includes the foliage and the container. Make use of
the natural curves of stems and leaves, Flowers should
be placed at different heights so they don't look like
soldiers on parade, but rather more as nature intended
them to be. Stems should also be placed at an angle so
they appear as if coming from or radiating out from a
central spot. Two other basic principles of design
include PROPORTION and SCALE. Proportion means
that the size of the design must look right with the
container. A general rule to remember is to have the
tallest stem 1.5 to 2 times the height of the container,
or for a low container, 1.5 to 2 times its width. (Figure

their relation to each other as well as the container and
what the container sits on. (Figure 4) For good scale
use flowers and foliage that are fairly close in size to
one another and to the container. A successful design
will have VARIETY in size, colour and shape of flowers
and leaves. If there is a sharp CONTRAST, this can be
softened by choosing colours, sizes, shapes to blend
the contrasting extremes thus providing an effective
transition and continuing the rhythm of the design. If
all the principles of design have been followed, the
finished design will be pleasing because everything is in
HARMONY and the design displays UNITY. Harmony in
the design is apparent when all the materials in the
design are working together and it is evident that there
is unity of design/coordination and a single effect has
been created.

Figure 3
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[This article was written by Marie Wenger, Editor of
'The Bulblet', Newsletter of The Alberta Regional Lily
Society and appeared in Vol.17, No.1, Spring 2002]

3) SCALE refers to size of plant materials selected and



Editors degh.....uscscscsereenen..

"Spring" has been a long time coming this year
especially in the Saskatoon area. March seemed colder
than January and many perennials lacking snow cover
suffered. Dogwoods in our yard are just coming out in
leaf, the last week in May. However, with the warm-hot
temperatures over the last week plants are being to
move along. The martagons have all made their
appearance, those receiving the most sun are 15-20cm
tall while those in shadier parts of the garden are 7-
10cm tall. | was very pleased to see ALL the martagons |
planted last fall make their appearance. They have
travelled a great deal in the last year. They were dug up
and potted early in Spring 2001, then kept in pots
during a very hot dry summer and planted in their
present site in Fall 2001. They have come through very
well - obviously not all martagons are "sulky". The
aurelian-asiatic hybrid 'Firey Belles' followed quickly
after the martagons appeared and the asiatics are now
being to appear - 'Polar Bear' being the first, aptly
named for the spring we are having. | would be
interested to hear how other members' gardens have
weathered the mild prairie winter and cold dry spring.
This summer creating some new flowers beds is on the
gardening to do list. Gardening is an on going process
and never done - that's a good thing, there is always
something to look forward too. See you at show time.
Good gardening till then.

Diann Putland of Hillcrest Harmony FLowers has a new
websiteaddress:

http.//www.hillcrestharmony.com.
Visit the site and enjoy.

Once again articles (long or short) from the membership
are always welcome. If you have material you would like
to share with others your editors would welcome them.

Any article submitted will be considered for publication,
please include your name and a complete address.
Newsletter =~ DEADLINES are February 15, May 15,
August 15 and November 15. So get pen to paper,
fingers to keyboard and send your words to :

Mail to:CPLS NEWSLETTER EDITORS
Margaret/Ed Driver
182 Dore Crescent
Saskatoon, SK, Canada
S7K 4X7

e-mail: mlily@sk.sympatico.ca




From Vour Pregident...............

Just when we think that we've seen it all, Mother
Nature serves up another surprise! | don;t remember
a spring so dry and cold. Now that it is mid-May, the
trees are finally showing signs of life and the lilies and
other perennials are starting to show green shoots
above the ground. The prairie crocus , (Anemone
patens), dressed in their winter woollies and on the
shortest stems | have seen are the only flowers to
make an appearance in my yard so far this spring. The
plants that survive in this province seem to be as
resilient as the people who live here; persisting in the
face of adverse conditions to flourish another year.

As you know, the CPLS Annual General Meeting took
place in April. | would like to take this opportunity to
thank those who continue to serve out Society so
faithfully, as members of the Executive, as Directors;
and as volunteers who give of their time so graciously.
| also wish to extend a special thank you to Art
Delahey who has served as our Treasurer for almost
30 years. | feel a very strong commitment to CPLS and
| see Art's record of service as an example for me to
follow and I hope to serve our Society as devotedly as
he has.

On behalf of CPLS, | extend our gratitude to Diann
Putland for her dedication and service as our Librarian
for many years. Thank you also to Dorothy Bird who
has taken over the duties as our new Librarian. You
will find details of Library policy and Dorothy's address
elsewhere in the issue.

The next event on the Lily Society's calendar is the Lily
Show, which will be held at the Mall at Lawson
Heights, July 12 and 13, 2002. | am very pleased to
inform you that the Saskatchewan Rose Society will be
holding their Rose Show in conjunction with the Lily
Show. For the sake of simplicity, the Rose and Lily
shows will follow the same hours as are outline on the
cover of the Show Brochure. If you need more info
concerning either show, contact names and telephone
numbers are in the Show Schedule.

Please take time to read through the Show Schedule.
We have made major changes to the Horticulture

Classes to bring the Schedule in line with the North
American Lily Society (NALS) standards. My thanks to
my committee members, Diann Putland and Margaret
Driver who assisted me with this task, with wording,
content and proofreading. | feel that the schedule is
an improvement but will probably still need revisions.
If the meaning of any words or phrases are unclear,
please let me know. | welcome your input and
suggestions.

Another change which has been implemented for this
years show is to try a new system of backdrops
(niches) for the Floral Art classes 8-13. Stan Dunville
has designed and assembled the new backdrops
which are made of white plastic instead of the
cardboard we have been using. we would like to try
this system out at this year's show and see how it is
received. Thanks to Stan for all the work that went
into completing this project.

| hope that all of you are taking the time to enjoy the
small miracles in your yards and gardens, and | hope

to see you at the Lily Show in July!

Barbara




LiCy Clasgsification for the Practical

Gardener

by Jim Russel, Manitoba Regional Lily Society

Perhaps you have seen such cryptic terms as "Asiatic
Hybrid" or Aurelian" in the lily section of garden
catalogues and wondered what practical significance
they night have for your own gardening. Perhaps | can
help.

To my knowledge the Royal HorticulturAl Society
scheme is used universally. It consists of nine divisions.
Division IX comprises all wild species and non-hybrid
forms and variations. Some of these are easy but many
are finicky about conditions under which they do well.
Included in this division are the Easter lily (Lilium
longiflorum), the true Tiger lily (L. tigrinum), the Regal
lily (L. regale),the Coral lily (L. pumilum), and the native
Prairie lily (L. philadelphicum).

Divisions | through VIII are all made up of hybrid lilies.
The term hybrid when applied to vegetables or annual
flowers means the result of a cross between two or
more pure-bred lines. However, in lilies and peonies,
the tern hybrid refers to a plant that has genetic
material from two or more wild species in its make-up.
It may be the direct result of a cross between two
species or the result of a cross between parents which
are themselves hybrids. The adaptability of hybrid
lilies is much greater than that of most species lilies.
For example, if one crosses an acid loving species with
a lime-lover, one may get a hybrid that tolerates both
conditions.

There are about 100 species of lilies and they do not all
cross equally well with each other. The species fall into
seven clusters. A cluster is my own term; there is no
official term. Within each cluster the species intercross
relatively easily. The hybrids produced within each
cluster form Divisions | through VII. Most lily growers
in Manitoba grow Division |, the Asiatic hybrids. They
are the easy ones. The seedlings in this group show
extreme variation in disease resistance, but most of the
named varieties sold have been well tested and are
virus-resistant, cold-hardy, increase well and bloom
freely. The better varieties are also botrytis-resistant.

There's not much fragrance in this division. The Asiatic
hybrids have the widest range of colour, form and
bloom season of all the hybrids.

Division Il, the Martagon hybrids, are also good garden
lilies. Virus-immune, from their L. hansonii background
and cold-hardy, they possess handsome broad leaves
in whorls. They are said to tolerate more shade than
most lilies but not full shade. The fragrance is

unpleasant in this group, but in my experience, isn't
These

noticeable more than a few inches away.

MARTAGON
HYBRIDS

LN | N e
,«;; Example of Division I

varieties are grown only by a few nurseries because
they are generally slow to increase, slow to bloom after
transplanting, and slow to breed [ed.note: vyes, the
fragrance is unpleasant! | have had good luck
transplanting most martagons and having them bloom
both when transplanting in very early spring when the



nose just appears or planting in the fall. | have also
found them slow to multiply in comparison with
other lilies]. Ed Robinson in Wawanesa, Man. is one
of the foremost Martagon breeders. [ed. note:
Alberta is a 'hot-bed of martagon breeders - Fred
Tarlton now retired but Gene Fox and Terry
Willoughby and others are hard at work.]

Divisions Ill, IV and V varieties are not widely
available and should be considered exotic in
Manitoba [ed. note: this also applies to
Saskatchewan and Alberta].

Division VI are the Trumpet hybrids and their
Aurelian cousins. The Trumpets are much-loved for
their large stately blossoms and their delicious
fragrance. They are bought by the thousands in the
Prairies with much subsequent disappointment for
they are not generally cold-hardy. If you must try
them, your best bet is to put them near the wall of a
heated basement. Even in milder climates, they are
generally not long-lived as they possess only
moderate disease tolerance. The Aurelian subsection
are defined by having L. henryi in their ancestry. This
is a very cold-hardy and disease resistant lily and it
passes these traits on in partial measure to its

hybrids. However, L. henryi does not have trumpet-
shaped or large blossoms. The various Aurelian
varieties display a range of flower shapes from

Example of Divsion VII

AURAT UM HYBRIDS

recurved to flat to bowl to almost trumpets. Some of
them e.g. 'Golden Splendor' are cold-hardy in our
open garden situations. Breeding in this division is
easy and fast but much more needs to be done [ed.
note: 15 years has passed since this article and
hybridizers have provided us with more material to
try, but 'Golden Splendor' is still a great lily to try in
your garden].

Division VIl varieties are called Oriental hybrids. They
are very, very different from Asiatic hybrids and, as
far as | know, crosses between the two groups have
not been successful, To me, the Orientals are the
most beautiful lilies of all - huge fragrant flowers on



Example of Division I1X

Lpomilum

strikingly handsome foliage. At least some varieties
appear to be cold-hardy here, these varieties like
acidic soil and are very virus-sensitive, usually dying
within two years of infection. (Tiger lilies and striped
and blotched tulips are lily virus carriers and aphids,
contaminated soil and gardening tools are vectors.)
Orientals also have long forcing times in pots. It is
probably easiest to enjoy them or their ancestors, L.
auratum and L. speciosum as florist cut flowers.

The rare offspring of the wide crosses make up
Division VIIl. These crosses between members of
different species clusters or between hybrids of
different divisions. As advanced lily breeders respond

to the various challenges here, this group becomes
the distant future of lilydom [ed.note: in 2002 it
almost seems Jim's distant future has been reached.
Lily breeders have outdone themselves in providing
the gardener and floral trade with a wonderful new
interdivisional lilies - Orientpets, i.e. Oriental-Trumpet
crosses like 'Starburst Sensation'; Longipets i.e.
Trumpet-Longiflorum crosses like 'Easter Morn';
Aurelian-Asiatic crosses like 'Silky Belles';L.A. hybrids,
i.e. Longiflorum-Asiatic crosses like 'Royal Parade'.
The interdivisional lilies are one of the fastest growing
divisions and provide the prairie gardener with lilies
one could only imagine 15 years ago. The exotic-
looking lily is possible and available have a go with
them in your garden.]

[ed. note: Jim Russell is the author of this article and
an avid lily grower and hybridizer residing in
Winnipeg. Jim is a founding member of the Manitoba
Regional Lily Society. Jim's article is still a good
introduction to lily classification. This article' first
appeared in The Prairie Garden, 1987.

The illustrations within the text are drawn by Virgiana
Howe and taken from L et 6 s GradNALSL i |
publication]

es



The LiGrary & The New LliGrarian 111!/

Do you have questions about your favourite flower, the
Lily?

Would you like to read information about the early
history of lily hybridizing?

Are you having difficulty in understanding the "new"
terms - polyploidy, tetras, 2x4?

Or, would you just enjoy reading about parents, pod
and/or pollen that is?

The Canadian Prairie Lily Society has a Library of books
ALL pertaining to Lilies (Lilium). You are sure to find
your answers here! A updated list of our library
holdings will appear in the September newsletter but
don't wait until then - a book is waiting for you!

Help Wanted ......!

A successful society is a result of membership
participation. CPLS needs its members input to
remain a successful, viable society. There are specific
areas in which members can volunteer their expertise
and hands. Remember - many hands lighten the load.

Here are some areas in which you may be able to help
CPLS in Summer'02 -

1. LILY PLOT MAINTENANCE - Plot managers need
help with weeding and general plot maintenance
during June, July and August. For details as to how
you may help please call Stan Dunville at 343-1963.

2. LILY SHOW CO-CHAIRPERSON - if you are
interested in the "inner workings" of how to stage a
lily show now is your chance! Our current show
chairperson would like an assistant for details on how
you can help contact Barbara Adams-Eichendorf (306)
947 2830.

3. LILY PHOTOGRAPHS - CPLS has an on going Lily
photography project and would appreciate help from

LIBRARY LENDING POLICY

Books will be mailed via first class postage, insured; as
soon as possible after receiving your request. We ask
that you return the books within three weeks in the
same manner - mailed via first class post and insured.
Thanks for your co-operation.

Address your request to:
CPLS Librarian
Dorothy Bird
5 Valens Drive, Saskatoon, SK, S7L 3R8

Telephone your request to Dorothy : 306-382-3650

members at large. CPLS is attempting to photograph
or obtain photos of the many different lilies grown in
the prairies. If you have any spare prints (4"x"6) of
lilies grown in your garden the project would greatly
appreciate your donation. The prints must be sharp
and clearly depict the lily; it is essential that the lily is
identified. Negatives are also welcome, make sure
they are identified so they can be returned to you.
The photos are displayed at bulb sales, shows and
public events and those looking at the albums want to
know the lily's name. Send your spare "snaps" to: CPLS
Photos/ C. Dodd, 3319 Ortana St., Saskatoon, SK., S7TM
3R7.

"MOST WANTED LISTED" - Accent, Artistic, Avignon,
Barber 17, Batiste, Black Jack, Brandon Brushmark,
Brauer Bar, Buff Pixie, Cardinal, Colibri, Cordelia,
Corsage, Evita, Hermes, Honey Queen, Ibarra,
Iberflora, Jewel Pixie, Juanita, Liverpool, Loreto,
Massa, Marissa, Minstreel, Minuette, Moneymaker,
Mountaineer, My Fair Lady, Navonna, Nepal Nomade,
Orange Pixie, Peach Pixie, Prawn Pixie, Presto, Pronto,
Puccini, Red Bull, Royal Love, Royal Paradise, Royal
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Sunset, Rubinette, Salsa, Sans Raffael, Scarlett, Sinai, Splendor, Rose Marie and Indian Lady. If you have a
Snowstorm, Sprite, Stones, Sunray, Vesper, Wine Pixie. bulb to spare please contact Art Delahey, 18 Pony Trail,
Other photos of named lilies not mentioned in the list Riverside Estates, SK, S7T 1A2. (306) 374 0494. e-mail:
are also welcome. Thank you for your participation in rivgardlilies@shaw.ca

this project.

4. PATTERSON LILY PROJECT - CPLS is working on a
Patterson Lily collection for the Heritage gardens at the
University of Saskatchewan. The Plot committee is
looking for the following Patterson Lilies - Cohoe,
Apricot Glow, White Gold, William White, Northern

Coming €Events...............

JUNE 26-30, 2002

NORTH AMERICAN LILY SOCIETY: 55th Annual Lily
Show & Symposium will be CO-hosted by the
POTOMAC LILY SOCIETY and the MID-ATLANTIC LILY
SOCIETY, and held at the Dulles Hyatt Hotel, Herndon,
Virginia. Contact: John Roe, 5801 N 36th Street,
Arlington, VA 22207-1308. Email:jroeboat@msn.com

JULY 6th & 7th

ALBERTA REGIONAL LILY SOCIETY: Seventh Annual
MARTAGON LILY Show, Devonian Botanic Gardens,
Devon, Alberta. Open to the Pulbic Noon to 5 PM on
July 6th and 10:00 to 5:00PM on July 7th.

JULY 12 & 13, 2002

CANADIAN PRAIRIE LILY SOCIETY: Annual Lily Show will
be held at The Mall at Lawson Heights, Saskatoon,
Saskatchewan. Chairperson: Barbara  Adams-
Eichendorf (306) 947-2830.

SASKATCHEWAN ROSE SOCIETY: Annual Rose Show
will be held at The Mall at Lawson Heights, Saskatoon,

Saskatchewan.

JULY 18th to 21st, 2002

2002 LILY FESTIVAL. Neepawa, Manitoba. For
information call (204) 476-8811 or FAX: (204) 476-
5231.

JULY 19th to 20th, 2002

ALBERTA REGIONAL LILY SOCIETY: Annual Lily Show.
will be held at the Bonnie Doone Shopping Center, 83
St. and 82 Ave. Edmonton, Alberta.

JULY 19th to 21st, 2002

MANITOBA REGIONAL LILY SOCIETY: Annual Lily
Showwill be held in conjunction with the Neepawa Lily
Festival in Neepawa, Manitoba. For Information phone
(204) 476-8811 Or fax (204) 476-5231

JULY 19th to 20th, 2002

SOUTH SASKATCHEWAN LILY SOCIETY: Annual Lily
Show will be held at the Southland Mall, Regina
Saskatchewan. Chairperson: Maida Gardner (306) 586-
5700




